
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below you will find standards for the Principles of Agribusiness course aligned with competitive events from appropriate career and technical student 
organizations (CTSOs). Knowing the aligned events for your organization will allow you to have additional tools for teaching course standards, as well as increase 
student engagement and preparation in your CTSO activities. The final column recommends potential tools from other CTSO organizations. Even if your students 
are not participating in these organizations, available rubrics, tools, and materials can also add to the instructional resources at your disposal for best teaching 
your content. 
Important to note: While the aligned activities below can be important tools in teaching course standards, it is important to note that events may not cover a 
standard in its entirety and should not be the sole instructional strategy used to address a standard.  

  

STANDARD 
ALIGNED FFA COMPETITIVE 

EVENTS/PROGRAMS 
OTHER POTENTIAL CTSO TOOLS & 

RESOURCES  
1 Explore and compare local, regional, state, national, and global career 

opportunities in the agribusiness industry. Drawing evidence from multiple 
sources, such as but not limited to the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, and Tennessee 
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, to evaluate labor data on 
viable career pathways in an agribusiness-related field. Describe in a written or 
visual representation the knowledge, skills, and abilities necessary for a range of 
careers in agribusiness. (TN Reading 1, 9; TN Writing 4, 7, 9) 
 

 FFA: Agricultural Issues  FCCLA: Job Interview, Career 
Investigation, Entrepreneurship 

 HOSA: Job Seeking Skills 

 SkillsUSA: Job Interview, 
Entrepreneurship, Employment 
Application Process 

 TSA: Career Preparation 
 

2 Review common laboratory safety procedures for tool and equipment operation 
in the agricultural and biosystems engineering laboratories, including but not 
limited to accident prevention and control procedures. Demonstrate the ability to 
follow safety and operational procedures in a lab setting and complete a safety 
test with 100 percent accuracy. (TN Reading 3; ARNR CS) 
 

   HOSA: Biomedical Laboratory Science 

 SkillsUSA: Occupational Health and 
Safety 

 TSA: Biotechnology Design 
 

3 Create a graphic illustration comparing and contrasting regulations in the United 
States with those in countries from which the U.S. imports agricultural products, 
citing evidence from governmental agencies and news organizations. Analysis 
should address governing agencies, subsidies, and trade agreements. (TN Reading 
1, 7, 9; TN Writing 7, 9) 

 FFA: Agricultural Issues  HOSA: Extemporaneous Health Poster 

 TSA: Desktop Publishing, Promotional 
Graphics 
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4 Compare and contrast types of business ownership models including at minimum 
the following: sole proprietorship, partnerships, small businesses, cooperatives, 
limited liability corporations, and corporations. In a narrative referencing 
agribusiness examples, explain the organizational structure of each model and 
describe its advantages and disadvantages to both owner and customer. (TN 
Reading 4, 5, 9; TN Writing 2, 4, 7, 9) 

 FFA: Marketing Plan,   
Agricultural  Sales, Cooperative 
Development Challenge CDE 

 DECA: Business Operations Research 

Events 

 FBLA: Introduction to Business, 
Business Plan 

 FCCLA: Entrepreneurship 

 HOSA: Extemporaneous Writing 

 SkillsUSA: Entrepreneurship 

 TSA: Extemporaneous Presentation 
 

5 Write a business plan for an agricultural entrepreneurial enterprise that includes 
basic business and entrepreneurship principles such as budget, target customer, 
product information and risk assessment. Develop a three minute speech to pitch 
the plan to prospective investors. As an extension, apply principles of the 
business plan for use as a Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) program. (TN 
Writing 4, 9) 
 

 FFA: Agricultural  Sales,  Marketing 
Plan  

 DECA: Business Operations  Research 
Events 

 FBLA: Business Plan 
 

6 Define and analyze the relationships among basic business concepts used in 
agribusiness, including the business cycle, profit, loss, competition, equilibrium 
price, ethics, social responsibility, and supply and demand. Develop a visual 
representation (i.e., chart, table, graph, mind map) to illustrate situations that 
would affect supply and demand of an agricultural product nationally and 
globally. (TN Reading 4, 5, 7; TN Writing 9) 

 FFA: Agricultural  Sales, 
Marketing Plan  

 DECA: Business Operations Research 
Events, Business Management & 
Entrepreneurship Events, 

 FBLA: Agribusiness, American 
Enterprise Project, Business 
Calculations, Business Law, Business 
Procedures, Desktop Publishing, E-
business, Economics, Global Business 

 HOSA: Extemporaneous Health Poster 

 TSA: Desktop Publishing, Promotional 
Graphics 
 

7 Using case studies, actual spreadsheets, forms, and instructional materials, 
explain how components of financial recordkeeping affect operations and 
management decisions for an agricultural enterprise. Components include the 
general journal, balance sheet, cash flow statements, financial statements, 
reconciliation of accounts, depreciation, net worth, income statements, and 
profit and loss statements. (TN Reading 2, 5; TN Writing 9) 

 FFA: Agricultural  Sales, 
Marketing Plan  

 DECA: Principles of Finance, Financial 
Services Team Decision Making, 
Accounting Applications Series, 
Business Finance Series, Personal 
Financial Literacy, Business Operations 
Research Events, Business Management 
and Entrepreneurship Events 

 FBLA: Agribusiness, Banking & Financial 
Systems, Business Calculations, 
Business Financial Plan, Business Math, 
Business Plan, E-business, Economics, 
Entrepreneurship, Spreadsheet 
Applications 
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8 Compare the costs affecting the production of agricultural products (such as basic 
logistics, input costs) with the costs of producing and marketing non-agricultural 
products. (TN Math N-Q) 
 

 FFA: Marketing Plan   HOSA: Extemporaneous Writing 

 TSA: Extemporaneous Presentation 

9 Research and explain the economic impact of agriculture futures and 
commodities on the local, state, national and the global economy. Identify the 
top ten agricultural commodities and describe the factors that impact their 
values and trading patterns. Predict the value of each commodity at a specified 
point in time. (TN Reading 5; TN Writing 4, 7, 9; TN Math N-Q, TN Math S-CP) 

 FFA: Agricultural Issues  DECA: Principles of Finance, Financial 
Services Team Decision Making, 
Accounting Applications Series, 
Business Finance Series, Personal 
Financial Literacy, Business Operations 
Research Events, Business Management 
and Entrepreneurship Events 

 FBLA: Agribusiness, Banking & Financial 
Systems, Business Calculations, 
Business Financial Plan, Business Math, 
Business Plan, E-business, Economics, 
Entrepreneurship, Spreadsheet 
Applications 

 FCCLA: Advocacy 

 HOSA: Researched Persuasive Speaking 

10 Compare and contrast the sale of agricultural products through local marketing 
(such as farmers markets, buyers, and marketing cooperatives) to the sale of 
products in futures markets, supporting analysis with graphic illustrations (such 
as charts, tables, graphs) and explanatory narratives. (TN Reading 1, 5, 7, 9; TN 
Writing 2, 4, 7, 9; TN Math N-Q, S-ID) 
 

 FFA: Agricultural  Sales, 
Marketing Plan  

 DECA: Professional Selling 

11 Describe basic marketing principles fundamental to the sale of agriculture 
products, including but not limited to benefit and cost analysis, impact and 
application of online mediums, value-added, and niche marketing.  
 

 FFA: Agricultural Communications, 
Agricultural  Sales, Marketing Plan  

 DECA: Professional Selling 

 HOSA: Extemporaneous Writing 

 TSA: Extemporaneous Presentation 

12 Research an agricultural product or service to determine its features and 
consumer benefits. Identify appropriate marketing strategies and target 
audiences; develop and present materials designed to market the product or 
service. (TN Reading 2; TN Writing 4, 7, 9) 
 

 FFA: Agricultural Communications, 
Agricultural  Sales, Marketing Plan  

 DECA: Professional Selling 

 HOSA: Researched Persuasive Speaking 

13 Demonstrate understanding of basic sales principles by writing scripts for a role 
play between an agricultural product salesperson and a customer. Include 
determination of customer needs, presentation of features and benefits, possible 
objections, suggestive selling item(s), and closing strategies. Follow up with 
techniques used for post-sale communications. (TN Writing 4) 
 
 
 

 FFA: Agricultural Communications, 
Agricultural  Sales,  Marketing Plan  

 DECA: Professional Selling 

 TSA: Digital Video Production, On 
Demand 
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14 Develop and present an agricultural marketing or sales plan on a specific product 
or service. The plan should include at least the following: a mission statement, 
long- and short-term smart goals, target markets, profit and loss projections, 
industry trends, and product samples. (TN Writing 4, 7, 9) 
 

 FFA: Agricultural Communications,  
Agricultural  Sales,  Marketing Plan  

DECA: Professional Selling 

ALL CAN BE USED WITH ALL/MOST STANDARDS  FFA: Extemporaneous  Public 
Speaking, Job Interview, 
Parliamentary Procedure, Prepared 
Public Speaking 

 DECA: Principles of Finance, Financial 
Services Team Decision Making, 
Accounting Applications Series, 
Business Finance Series, Personal 
Financial Literacy, Business Operations 
Research Events, Business Management 
and Entrepreneurship Events 

 FBLA: Agribusiness, Banking & Financial 
Systems, Business Calculations, 
Business Financial Plan, Business Math, 
Business Plan, E-business, Economics, 
Entrepreneurship, Spreadsheet 
Applications 

 FCCLA: Illustrated Talk, Chapter in 
Review Display, Chapter in Review 
Portfolio 

 HOSA: Prepared Speaking 

 SkillsUSA: Career Pathways Showcase, 
Job Skills Demonstration A, Job Skills 
Demonstration O, Prepared Speech, 
Extemporaneous Speaking, Chapter 
Display 

 TSA: Prepared Presentation 

 


